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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Malecki et al. (US 5,855,590) in view of Moose (US 2,840,081). 

Malecki discloses: 

Claims 1 and 10: a device having a pair of jaws (Fig 28A), said jaws further 
pivotally connected to a base portion (Fig 28A), said base portion configured for 
slideable engagement along a holding rail said holding rail and an articulating device 
configured to manipulate said jaws, so as to engage and stretch said endless loop (Fig 
28A). 

Claims 3: said base portion is configured to interact with said holding rail and 
with said jaws so as to open said jaws when said holding rail is advanced along said 
holding rail (Fig 28A). 

Claims 4 and 14: said articulating device comprise a pair of spacer bars pivotally 
connected to said jaws, and pivotally connected to a portion of said holding rail, said 
spacer bars configured to alternatively open and close said jaws when said base plate 
is alternatively moved along said holding rail (Fig 28A). 
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Claims 8 and 19: said holding rail is made of a material which resists 
deformation (Fig 28A). 

Claim 12: said base portion is configured to interact with said holding rail and 
with said jaws so as to open said jaws when said holding rail is advanced along said 
holding rail by said articulating device (Fig 28A). 

Claim 15: said holding rail is pivotally connected to a pair of spacer bars, said 
spacer bars also pivotally connected to said jaws, whereby advancing said base plate 
along said holding rail causes said jaws to open a distance determined by the lengths of 
said spacer bars (Fig 28A). 

Claims 2, 5-7, 9,11,13,16-18: 

Malecki does not disclose an endless loop of resiliency stretchable material 
having a desired thickness and size; said jaws each have a post extending from an end 
of said jaws, said posts configured to be inserted with in one of said endless loops when 
said endless loops are placed upon said device, and to stretch said loops when said 
base portion its advanced along said holding rail; said device further comprises a lever 
connected to said base portion by a pivot pin whereby said lever advances said base 
portion along said holding rail when said lever is moved in a generally downward 
direction from said holding rail; said lever further comprises a second pivot portion, said 
second pivot portion configured for connection with a brace arm, said brace arm having 
a first end pivotally connected to said holding rail and a second end pivotally connected 
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to said lever; said holding rail is configured to have a handle at a first end and a portion 
configured to grasp an endless loop at the other end. 

Moose teaches an endless loop of resiliently stretchable material having a 
desired thickness and size; said jaws each have a post extending from an end of said 
jaws, said posts configured to be inserted with in one of said endless loops when said 
endless loops are placed upon said device, and to stretch said loops when said base 
portion its advanced along said holding rail (Fig 3 Item 12 and 70); said device further 
comprises a lever (Fig 3 Item 14) connected to said base portion by a pivot pin (Fig 3 
Item 18) whereby said lever advances said base portion along said holding rail when 
said lever is moved in a generally downward direction from said holding rail; said lever 
further comprises a second pivot portion, said second pivot portion configured for 
connection with a brace arm, said brace arm having a first end pivotally connected to 
said holding rail and a second end pivotally connected to said lever (Fig 3 Item 44); said 
holding rail is configured to have a handle at a first end (Fig 3 the portion ending at Item 
48) and a portion configured to grasp an endless loop at the other end (Fig 3 Item 72). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Malecki's jaw device to include Moose's lever, 
posts, and loop. Such a modification would allow for the expansion of the loop member 
via the posts, and provides a mechanical advantage by means of the lever. The loop 
can be placed around an extremity. The brace arm connects the lever to the holding rail 
so that the system can function properly. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy J. Neal whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
0625. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Anhtuan Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-4963. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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